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Gaven Suica and five of
his Burgettstown High
School wrestling teammates
began wrestling in grade
school for Burgettstown’s
youth program.

“We’ve been wrestling
since first or second grade,”
said Suica, a senior and four-
year starter for Burgetts-
town. “We all decided to try
wrestling. It was cool. And
the more we won, the more
weliked it.”

Suica and his five class-
mates have done a lot of win-
ning since breaking into the
Blue Devils starting lineup
as promising freshmen in
2020. The six seniors have
since combined to win more
than 600 bouts for the Blue
Devils.

Now, five of those seniors
are about to make WPIAL
history.

Suica and teammates
Parker Sentipal, Rudy
Brown and Joseph Barnick
have all won more than 100
matches in their careers. Dy-
lan Slovick has 97 and is
likely to become the fifth
member of the century club
at Saturday’s Sharon Duals.

Only one other team in
the history of WPIAL wres-
tling has had five seniors
with 100 or more wins. That
was Hampton’s class of 2013.

Burgettstown indeed has
aFab5thisseason.

“We knew when they
were young that they would
be hammers,” said Burgetts-
town coach Joey Vigliotti of
his talented senior class.
“It’s amazing to see what
they have accomplished —
and what they can accom-
plish in the final months of
the season.”

Sentipal ranks first
among the seniors in wins
with 132.

“As we were coming up
through the youth program
and junior high, we saw it
coming,” Sentipal said. “We
saw that we could make an
impact. Reaching 100 wins
was something we were all
capable of doing.”

The seniors have also
helped Burgettstown enjoy
team success. The Blue
Devils have finished second,
third and first in the WPIAL
Class 2A team tournament
the past three years and
made three PIAA team tour-
nament appearances.

“It’s an amazing achieve-
ment,” said Vigliotti. “I wish
we could get Eric (Kovach)
up to 100, but that will not be
possible. He would have
made it if it wasn’t for the
COVID season.”

Schedules were cut sig-
nificantly during the 2020-21
season because of COVID.
Kovach, another senior, has
82 wins.

“Each of us missed out on
approximately 20 bouts dur-
ing our freshman year due to
COVID,” Sentipal said. “My
brother (Joey Sentipal) and I
and maybe a few others
would have shattered the
school record if we would
have had a full schedule that
year.”

Burgettstown’s career
wins leader is 2015 graduate
Austin McDermitt, who had
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